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Sir: 



In accordance with MPEP 609 and 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56, 1.97 and 1 .98, Applicants bring 
the references listed on the attached PTO-1449-Form to the Examiner's attention and request 
that they be considered and made of record in this application. 

Japanese Utility Model Publication No. 04-97263 appears to disclose a refrigerant flow 
diverter having a bypass pipe. 

Japanese Laid Open Publication No. 2752194 appears to disclose an air conditioner unit 
with switching valves. 

Japanese 1998 Cooling and Heating Handbook, Air Conditioning Volume, Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries, Ltd. discloses information relating to installation cooling system. This 
publication discloses various Y-shaped branch pipes. 

Prompt examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 
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